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Dear RMBL Members, Friends, and Community,

 Having successfully finished the $10 million Legacy Campaign, RMBL’s Board is analyzing 
what we should focus on to have the biggest impact on field research and education.  Here are 
some of  the things they are thinking about.  
 RMBL is overflowing in the summer; despite increasing our onsite capacity by 10%, we 
are still not able to accommodate all the students and scientists coming to RMBL. The growth 
of  summer tourism is making it harder for scientists to find housing offsite. With the addition 
of  the billy barr community center and the Gothic Research Center, along with a year-round 
water system and greatly improved internet, we’ve made some large strides with our physical 
infrastructure. 
 Between Dr. Scottie Willey’s donation of  a property down by Lake City and the acquisition 
of  North Pole Basin up above Gothic, our geographic reach is increasing.  With the Trampe 
family putting a conservation easement on the ranchlands south of  Gothic, we no longer have to 
worry about urban development reaching out to Gothic.  On the other hand, Crested Butte has 
been discovered, which is increasing recreational and tourist pressures.
 Because RMBL has become the nexus for the largest collection of  long-term studies world-
wide, sustainability is key.  As you will see with our financials, RMBL did well on a cash basis 
in 2016. But we also accumulated over $300,000 in deferred replacement of  equipment and 
buildings.  We still have a ways to go before we are setting enough aside each year to cover the 
eventual replacements of  cabins and critical equipment. 
 And it would be great for RMBL to not just be a place where long-term research happens, 
but to be a place that ensures it happens.  We have been slowly growing our fellowship program 
for scientists, but it would really make a difference to be able to support projects when they face 
the inevitable gap in funding support, or as the projects transition between lead scientists.  
 Aside from RMBL’s needs, has good science about the world around us, and training the next 
generation of  scientists, ever been more important?  Whether you just love beautiful places and 
the joy of  discovery, or you want policy makers to be informed when they make decisions about 
human health, food security, and water quality, the world needs RMBL to thrive.
 Generations of  scientists and students have made Gothic and the surrounding valleys one 
of  the most studied ecosystems in the world.  This accumulated knowledge is a powerful engine 
that drives discovery and attracts new scientists.  Budding research programs can instantly make 
connections with previous work and be placed in a larger context that reaches back in time 
and spreads across a large geographic area.  Gothic has become a lens that we use to look at, 
understand, make predictions about, and manage the larger world.
 As we think through these issues, we are fortunate to have a Board that brings a broad range 
of  skill sets and experiences.  The Board includes a core of  scientists working at RMBL, business 
people with deep financial experience, fundraisers, and former politicians.  
 And finally, we also have you, the RMBL community!  Don’t hesitate to reach out to me or to 
Board Members as we go through this planning.  RMBL is where it is because people have made 
it happen.  As we move forward, we’d love to hear what you think!

Sincerely, 

Dr. Ian Billick
RMBL Executive Director

“In a rapidly changing world, 
RMBL sustains our quality of  
life by accelerating discoveries 

about the ecosystems that 
replenish the world’s air, water, 

and food supply.”
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Engaging in RMBL
Training Future Scientists: RMBL Youth Programs
 “I never teach my pupils. I only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can learn.” - Albert Einstein

 Learning takes place at all levels in Gothic, Colorado.  RMBL 
provides a platform for research and discovery from preschool 
to retirement.  Recently, RMBL has focused efforts to enhance 
programs offered for students in elementary and middle school 
during the summer and to expand field science opportunities 
provided to school groups during the rest of  the year.  The 
numbers of  children participating in youth programs is growing 
(596 participant days in 2006 compared to 1,473 participant 
days in 2016); but rather than increasing participation, our top 
priority is to deliver quality programs.  
 RMBL is uniquely positioned to offer quality science 
programs because the summer camps and school field trips 
are embedded within the research station.  Children practice 
the processes of  science through hands-on learning activities, 
and they get to interact with RMBL scientists and engage in 
real research.  In 2016, middle school participants completed 
their own inquiry-based research projects while elementary age 
children began to collect data for a variety of  group research 
questions that resulted in the installation of  a wildlife camera, 
bee boxes, plant warming chambers, and a simple weather station 
near the newly designated Youth Nature & Science Center (a.k.a. 
Weese Laboratory).  
 The Weese Laboratory was transformed in 2016 to become 
a base for RMBL’s Youth Programs. Children enjoyed using the 
new learning environments including a dry lab and classroom, a 
library, a specimen room, and an arts and crafts and maker-space 
room. The remodel will continue in 2017 to include additional 
laboratory and classroom space designed specifically for use by 
upper elementary and middle school students.    
 In addition to designing new spaces for youth programs, 
we are developing new curriculum.  Because children return 
year after year, we are crafting a multi-year rotation of  lesson 
plans to ensure programs stay fresh with new content, and 
that programs become more engaging with opportunities for 
student-centered investigations and innovations.  Every day of  
the summer we explore a new topic through interdisciplinary 
and developmentally appropriate activities that are differentiated 
by grade levels.  Even though careful planning and preparation 
goes into creating each day of  programs, once children arrive 
at camp, instructors focus on children’s individual needs and 
interests.  We want everyone in the group to have fun, and 
following where the curiosity of  children leads makes certain 
that camp is always an adventure!
 Kids Nature Camp was renamed Youth Programs in 2016 to 
encompass the recent expansions of  RMBL’s program offerings 
to include children in upper elementary and middle school.  
Nature Camp is continuing as a program designed for students 

entering kindergarten through second grades, and Science Camp 
was added in 2016 as a program designed for students entering 
third through fifth grades.  In summer of  2017, preschool age 
children can participate in Seedling Scientists, a new family 
program.  Middle school students can join Project Eco-STEM, 
a new summer program that integrates scientific inquiry with 
engineering design opportunities in a field science context.  
 New school year programs are also being developed.  
Currently, we provide fall field trips for upper elementary and 
middle school students from local schools in Crested Butte 
and Gunnison.  Next year, we’ll continue fall programs as well 
as launch winter field experiences for local students.  We look 
forward to growing RMBL’s school year offerings to include 
elementary, middle and high school student programs.  
 It is a privilege to provide students of  all ages the opportunity 
to learn alongside the scientists doing research in Gothic.  Thank 
you to all of  the scientists, students, staff  and volunteers who 
share their time in training the next generation of  scientists 
through RMBL’s Youth Programs!

A nature camp student looks through a microscope in the new Youth Nature  
& Science Center in Gothic.
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 We’ve all seen how cell phones can distract 
people from engaging with their surroundings. 
But now your phone can connect you with the 
natural world while you effortlessly contribute 
to science!  RMBL is encouraging students, 
scientists, and the public to connect with nature 
and share their observations through a free 
innovative cell phone app called iNaturalist. What 
is that insect? How many organisms live in your 
backyard? Where is the best wildflower display 
this week? iNaturalist can help you answer all 
these questions. All you do is 1) take a photo of  
a plant, animal or fungus with your phone or 
tablet and 2) upload the image with automatically 
tagged location and date information. Your 
observations help document global biodiversity, 
while you learn more about the organisms in 
your environment, wherever you happen to be.
 iNaturalist is an online social network of  
naturalists dedicated to mapping and sharing observations 
about the organisms around us. iNaturalist helps document 
WHAT you saw, WHERE and WHEN you saw it, and allows 
others to see and comment on your observations. Observations 
of  any organism, including photos, sounds, geographic 
coordinates, species identifications, comments and additional 
data, can be captured directly with the free phone app, or 
entered later on the website (www.inaturalist.org). iNaturalist 
uses the built-in GPS in your phone or tablet to capture the 
latitude and longitude and plot your observations on a map. 
Observations can be sorted by locality, taxonomic group, and 
date to serve as digital field notes – and it still works, even 
when you don’t have a cell signal. Data can also be exported 
for use in other applications and for analysis. Not sure what 
you saw? The iNaturalist community can weigh in and help you 
with your identifications. Are you a seasoned birder, botanist or 
entomologist? You can help others identify their observations.
 Begun as a master’s student project at UC Berkeley in 
2008, iNaturalist is now hosted by the California Academy 
of  Sciences. To date, almost 350,000 people worldwide have 
contributed to iNaturalist, making over 3.5 million observations 
of  over 100,000 species of  organisms. Observations with well-
supported species’ identifications and locality information 
are uploaded to the Global Biodiversity Information Facility 
database for use by biodiversity and conservation scientists. 
These data help track the distributions of  organisms, including 
rare and endangered species; and the timing of  biological 
events, such as flowering, emergence from hibernation, or 
migration. Long-term monitoring by the global community of  

Connect to Nature with Your Phone

Colorado Columbine (Aquilegia coerulea), Colorado state flower

citizen scientists using iNaturalist will help document the effects 
of  climate change on organisms’ distribution and abundance.
 Last summer RMBL started its own iNaturalist project 
(RMBL Biota) curated by Dr. Rick Williams to document the 
distribution of  organisms in the region. So far, over 150 student 
and faculty researchers, community members, and visitors have 
contributed 1754 observations of  487 species of  plants, animals 
and fungi to the project. Several student research projects 
utilized iNaturalist to gather data. Elise Peterson-Trujillo, 
working with Dr. Rosemary Smith, plotted the distribution 
of  red squirrels and their food caches to examine the effects 
of  patch size and shape on squirrel populations. Hillary Rose 
Dawson, working with Dr. Jill Anderson, documented the plant 
diversity in her Boechera stricta census plots; and Susana Antecon, 
working with Dr. Rick Williams, used iNaturalist to examine 
the effects of  elevation on the sex ratio of  Geranium richardsonii 
populations. Many visitors to RMBL and Crested Butte had 
their wildflower photos identified through iNaturalist. All 
these observations contribute to the ever-growing record of  
biodiversity in our region and the world. We encourage more 
people to use iNaturalist in the future for formal research 
projects as well as informal learning about the natural world. 
 To join the iNaturalist community and start contributing 
as a citizen scientist, download the free iNaturalist app to your 
mobile device (iPhone or Android), or visit the iNaturalist 
website (www.inaturalist.org) and set up an account. For help, 
use the easy to follow online tutorials and videos. Search for and 
join the RMBL Biota Project to add your observations to our 
growing database. We hope to see your observations in 2017!
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RMBL, iNaturalist and Citizen Science
Contributed by Drs. Amy Ellwein and Rick Williams



Supporting Science and Stewardship
Strengthening RMBL’s commitment to Diversity
Contributed by Dr. Susana Wagymar, Interview by Dr. Ian Billick
Can you tell us a bit about yourself  and your family—where 
were you born?  Where did you grow up?  What did/do you 
are parents and siblings do?
I was born in Toluca, Mexico and grew up in McAllen, Texas, 
right along the border in the southern-most tip of  Texas.  My 
dad was a lawyer, now retired, whose office was based out of  our 
home, and my mom stayed at home with my younger brother 
and I. My parents still live in McAllen, while my brother lives 
in Seattle and I now live in Georgia with my husband, our pup 
Sadie, and our 3-month-old son Liam.

What was your academic trajectory?
My experience with the sciences began in high school, where 
I attended a science, tech, and math-focused magnet school.  
Shortly after graduating, I moved to Austin, TX, where I spent 
seven years working full-time while putting myself  through 
school, first at Austin Community College for several years and 
then ultimately at the University of  Texas at Austin.  During 
that time, I worked in children’s furniture sales, as an insurance 
auditor, and ultimately as a lab technician at UT Austin.  After 
earning my BSc in Ecology, Evolution, and Behavioral Science, 
I started my PhD in the same field of  study at the University of  
Toronto in Ontario, Canada, working with Art Weis, who was a 
professor and the director of  their field station.  A week or so 
after earning my PhD in 2015, I arrived at RMBL as a postdoc 
with Jill Anderson (University of  Georgia), where I’ve been 
working ever since.

What is your position at RMBL?  How long have you 
worked at RMBL and what are your impressions?
I am currently a postdoc in Jill Anderson’s lab and the summer of  
2017 will be my third summer conducting research in and around 
RMBL.  I have always been heavily involved in stewardship and 
research at field stations, first at Breckenridge Field Laboratory 
in Austin, followed by the Koffler Scientific Reserve in Ontario, 
and now at RMBL.  I spent 2.5 out of  my 5.5 years as a PhD 
student and 8 of  my first 15 months as a postdoc in the field!  
RMBL has a long history of  attracting a community of  students 
and researchers who share a passion for the biological sciences.  

How did you decide to get into science?  Was there a person 
or experience that drew you in?
I had always had an interest in biology, but it was fairly general 
and unfocused until I was about 20 years old.  I remember the 
moment that I realized my desire to be a scientist.  I was taking 
an introductory biology night class at Austin Community College 
with an amazing professor.  All throughout the course, I left his 
lectures feeling captivated by everything that I was learning.  One 

day, he lectured in detail on DNA replication.  I was awed by 
how intricate the process was, and felt amazed at how the same 
basic processes at the sub-cellular level had given rise to all of  
the diversity of  life on Earth.  I was hooked!

You are RMBL’s first Diversity Liaison.  Can you tell us 
more about what the position involves and why you decided 
to get involved?
In the summer of  2016, RMBL had its first open meeting to 
discuss the diversity of  the RMBL community.  I attended purely 
out of  curiosity.  I remember Ian talking about the kind of  
students and researchers who are under-represented at RMBL. 
He mentioned the lack of  Hispanic students or students from 
smaller community colleges.  As I listened to him, I realized 
he was describing me!  It was then that I realized that I could 
apply my background and experiences towards strengthening 
RMBL’s commitment to diversity.  As diversity liaison, I hope 
to play a supportive role for anyone at RMBL who is interested 
or concerned with diversity-related issues.  This could include 
listening to grievances or suggestions, arranging for meeting 
times and spaces for discussion and socializing, or providing 
feedback to RMBL staff  on recommendations for improvement. 

In terms of  diversity issues, what do you want to see RMBL 
accomplish?
Nearly all STEM fields are reevaluating the diversity of  their 
student, postdoc, and faculty members, and RMBL is no 
different.  In the immediate future, open discussions about 
diversity will establish an accepting and welcoming environment 
for the RMBL community.  These discussions will help RMBL 
develop an outreach program that conveys the education, 
training, and research opportunities at RMBL to students and 
researchers of  all backgrounds.  In the coming years, training 
and scholarship opportunities could be provided for students 
or researchers who otherwise would not have the opportunity 
to study or work at RMBL.  Eventually, I hope that these efforts 
result in an increase in the recruitment and retention of  under-
represented students and researchers at RMBL.

Dr. Susana Wadgymar at North Pole Basin in 2016
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ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents ..................................$785,535  
Cash Held for Others ............................................$122,937  
Accounts Receivable ..............................................$49,353  
Promises to Give ....................................................$76,926  
Federal Contracts Receivable................................$0  
Prepaid Expenses ...................................................$2,840  
Investments  ............................................................$1,741,491  
Other Assets
Property and Equipment:

Land  ...........................................................$3,035,581   
Buildings  ...................................................$7,440,984  
Equipment  ................................................$1,372,574  
Depreciation ..............................................$(2,663,312)  

Construction in Progress:
Property and Equipment, net ...............................$9,185,826 
TOTAL ........................................................ $11,964,908 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities:
Accounts payable ...................................................$112,944
Funds Held For Others .........................................$122,937
Deferred Revenue ..................................................$1,000
TOTAL LIABILITIES ............................... $236,882

EQUITIES:
Unrestricted .............................................................$9,720,706
Temporarily Restricted ..........................................$825,498
Permanently Restricted .........................................$1,181,823
Total Net Assets .....................................................$11,728,026
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS ... $11,964,908

2016 Financial Report
The financial report is unaudited. Audited financial reports are posted on www.rmbl.org as soon as they become available

RMBL General Operating Fund Report

RMBL Balance Sheet 
as of  December 31, 2016

Category Revenue Expenses Net
Administrative $321,756 $395,636 $(73,880)
Development $526,998 $209,182 $317,816 
Informal Science Education $60,305 $153,273 $(92,968)
Store $77,000 $71,341 $905 
Coursework $39,496 $47,465 $(7,969)
Research $0 $119,544 $(119,544)
Physical Plant $347,231 $379,344 $(32,113)
Food Services $200,677 $172,179 $28,498 
High/Middle School Program $9,500 $8,403 $1,097 
Subtotal $1,578,209 $1,556,367 $21,842

RMBL had a strong year on a cash basis; our general fund 
netted about $41,000. Revenues from scientific and education 
use continued to grow and were stronger than budgeted. 
Additionally, philanthropic support of  RMBL continues to 
grow. However, RMBL is not yet operating on a financially 
sustainable basis. We accumulated $338,000 in depreciation to 
our buildings and equipment, on top of  about $2 million to 
previously existing cabin replacement needs. Overall, RMBL’s 
total assets grew significantly because of  the donation by 
Dr. Scottie Willey of  the Cebolla Creek property, valued at 
$640,000. As we look forward, RMBL has pledged $550,000 
towards the purchase of  a conservation easement on the 
Trampe Ranch, a property that extends to RMBL’s borders. We 
still have approximately $100,000 to raise to meet this pledge, 
which is due in January of  2018.

One of  Gothic’s oldest cabins, Paradise Cabin, 
circa 1935, with Gothic in the background. 
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RMBL Happenings

Update on Trampe Project:  Thanks to many generous 
donors through the state and leadership from the Trust for 
Public Lands and The Nature Conservancy, the first phase of  
the Trampe project has closed! RMBL considers this a critical 
project that will define the valley for the foreseeable future 
and we have pledged $500,000 toward this land conservation 
easement. A large portion of  the project was funded when 
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) awarded a $10 million 
grant to the Trampe Ranch conservation project to place nearly 
6,000 acres of  land between Gunnison and Gothic into a 
conservation easement held by The Nature Conservancy. The 
northern portion up by Gothic is scheduled for an early 2018 
close.  RMBL still has a bit of  fundraising to do to reach our 
commitment, but the funding is in place for the entire project. 
This project was possible due to the hard work of  the Trust for 
Public Lands with contributions from the Nature Conservancy 
and the Crested Butte Land Trust, among others.  

Ward Watt Festschrift: Drs. Adriana Briscoe and Carol Boggs 
have been hard at work to organize a Festschrift for long time 
RMBL researcher, educator, and benefactor Dr. Ward Watt. 
A Festschrift is a book created to honor a respected scholar 
during his or her lifetime. The term, borrowed from German, is 
translated as “celebration publication” or “celebratory writing” 
(literally “party-writing” or “feast-script”). The Festschrift 
will take place Friday, August 11 through Monday, August 14, 
2017 in Gothic with 40-60 people participating to celebrate and 
give presentations in honor of  Ward Watt. 

Mike Fabbre starts his new position at Mt. Crested Butte 
Department of  Water and Sanitation as the District Manager. 
RMBL’s loss is Gunnison Valley’s gain. Mike brings a lot of  
expertise to his new job and he has made huge improvements 
to the physical plant at RMBL. Mike joined RMBL as Director 
of  Facilities in 2012 after twelve years in the environmental 
consulting field throughout Colorado. Fortunately he will be 
right down the road. We wish Mike, his lovely wife Erin, and his 
two kids, Cooper and Sylvie, all the best.

Pepe Valian steps into the breach to serve as RMBL new 
Facilities Coordinator. Pepe has worked for RMBL for the 
past few years in the Visitor Center. Pepe has lived in Crested 
Butte for 35 years with his wife Cathleen. He has many years 
of  experience in contracting and facilities management in his 
previous life as the Public Works Manager for the Town of  
Mt. Crested Butte. Pepe will continue in his role in the winter 
months as the Guest Services Supervisor for the Crested Butte 
Mountain Resort.

News and Notes by Dr. Sarah Oktay

 Pepe Valian, new RMBL Facilities Coordinator
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Steve Jennison, New RMBL Facilities Director

Steve Jennison is the new Facilities Director and replaces Mike.  
Steve has 30 years of  experience building water and wastewater 
plants.  He started that career as a field engineer and ended as 
President of  the company. He and his wife, Alice, moved to 
Crested Butte with their children Siri, 9, and Tor, 7, in 2013.



 The Power of  Social Media

 In October of  2016, Day’s Edge 
productions released a trailer for their 
award winning environmental short 
film “The End of  Snow” starring our 
own billy barr as the “Snow Guardian”. 
The film features Dr. Jane Zelikova as a 
tropical ecologist living in the mountains 
of  Wyoming and Colorado. From 
the “End of  Snow” website (http://
www.endofsnow.com/): “She dreams 
of  snow in the summer and tropical 
forests in the dead of  winter. But her 
snow-capped Fourteeners are changing 
– no longer bringing the deep winter 

snowpack once promised. This is a 
future she and the people of  the West 
can’t run from. What’s a wildly curious, 
adventurous girl to do? Embark on a 
journey into the mountains to find the 
tales of  the past, present and future of  
snow.” Her trip to visit billy barr up at 
Gothic and find out about his treasure 
trove of  weather, plant and animal 
records represents the “present” part of  
her journey.
 The story of   billy barr’s everyday 
life up at Gothic in a quiet and remote 
location for forty plus years, where he 

billy barr becomes a star!

meticulously recorded weather, snowfall, 
and phenology data, took off. Before 
long his story was being picked up by 
online magazines, news organizations, 
and blogs all over America.  His story 
of  resilience and a peaceful snow-
filled and quiet existence resonated 
with people all over the world. Atlantic 
Monthly produced an excellent piece 
on him (The Atlantic, January 12, 
2017   “The hermit who inadvertently 
shaped climate-change science” 
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/
archive/2017/01/billy-barr-climate-
change/512198/). 
 Within months, RMBL’s Facebook 
postings about billy’s story were 
garnering 20,000+ clicks. National 
Geographic featured the Snow Guardian 
video on their website and over 3 million 
people watched it. Since its inception, 
this exceptional video and the interest it 
has caused in people longing perhaps for 
a simpler life or a life filled with science, 
has escalated to millions of  viewers. 
 Concerns about climate change and 
the connection between citizen scientists 
like billy, with Dr. David Inouye and 
other RMBL scientists who could use 
his data to compare how things were 
changing, proved to be invaluable. A rich 
vein of  wire silver ore would not be as 
important as these years of  data proved 
to be. In April, CBS This Morning 
national news show came out to Gothic 
to film billy and David Inouye. They 
produced a segment on billy’s citizen 
science and natural curiosity that has led 
to dozens of  scientific publications. 
 This summer RMBL and Day’s 
Edge are teaming up to show the 
environmental film “The End of  Snow” 
in Crested Butte at the Crested Butte 
Center for the Arts on June 17th at 
7:00 pm and July 6th up at Gothic  in 
RMBL’s billy barr community center 
from 4:30-6:00 pm.
 Please visit www.rmbl.org to see the 
trailer for “End of  Snow” and the clip 
from the CBS This Morning Show.

billy barr at his home below Gothic Mountain
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General Operating Fund

Leadership Circle ($25,000+)
Cindy and Gary Weed
David B. and Carolyn Miller 
David Weekley Family Fund
Estate of  Marion Stoerker
John and Carson Taylor

Columbine Club 
($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous
Henry and Sandra Estess
Balie and Beverly Griffith
John and Margie Haley
Kristina Jones and Peter Hecht
Doug and Linda McDonald

Marmot Club ($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous 
Tom and Currie Barron

Ian Billick and Jennie Reithel
Jim and Peg Billick 
Doris D. and James M. Brogan
Diane Campbell
Cindy Carlisle
Peter and Cathy Dea 
Anne and Paul Ehrlich
Amy Ellwein
Maureen and Keith Gamble 
Kurt and Janet Giesselman
Noelle and Richard Hagan
John and Mel Harte 
Denise and Blake Hawk 
James and Ynette Hogue 
Ben and Mary Gwen Hulsey
Donald and Cathey Humphreys 
David and Bonnie Inouye
Brian Inouye and Nora Underwood
Carol Johnson and Russ Miller
Mark and Sarah Kaufman 
Kathryn and Scott King 

Tem and Maggie McElroy 
David Owen
Ken Owen
Mary Price and Nick Waser 
Randy and Barbara Rosenblatt
Diane Ross  
Tony and Randi Stroh
Venise and Larry Stuart
James and Barbara Thomson
Richard and Rosemarie Whiting 
Marcella and Brian Wildes 
Charles Williams and Rosemary Smith
Scott, Sue, and Flora Wissinger

Trout Club ($2,500-$4,999)
Charla Brown and Rob Burnett
Jack and Jane McAllister 
Withrow Meeker
Jim Watson
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Lupine from the Lupine trail

This list includes those who donated between January 1, 2016 and March 1, 2017. RMBL strives to ensure the accuracy of  our donor 
recognition lists. We apologize for any errors and ask that you please let us know of  any discrepancies as soon as possible. Please email 
dev@rmbl.org with any changes. Thank you!

2016 RMBL Supporters



2016 RMBL Supporters

Ore House after a snowstormExperiment in the warming meadow Ph
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Scarlet Gilia ($1000-$2499)
Dick and Mary Allen
Kenneth and Katie Armitage
Claudia Baird 
Paulette Bierzychudek  
Russell and Dorothy Budd
Frank and Elisabeth Burch
Dan and Nancy Chapman 
Nicholas and Murrie Chirekos
Mary and Bob Dodge
Bonnie and J. Crockett Farnell
Walter and Sherron Green
John Harbell
Robert and Cecelia Hessler
Barbara Ivins and John Hughes
Pat and Jane Jenevein
Kenneth Fabbre Family Foundation 
Harry and Gretchen Leland
John and Laurie McBride 
Elisabeth Caldwell Meeker 
Terri Duhon and Matthew Peacock
Perrin and Peggy Quarles
Jennifer Rudgers and Ken Whitney 
Susanne and Walther Schoeller 
Shell Oil Company
Clint and Marilyn Smith 
Tracy and Steve Smith
Judy Spinella and Peter Veruki
Stephen and Harmony Spongberg
John and Susan Tuttle

Dirk Van Vuren and Cheryl Scott
Nicole and Derek Waggoner
Joe and Ellen Walker
Susan Whitehead
Noah Whiteman
George and Shirle Williams
Joe and Becky Williams
Klaus and Karin Wisiol

White-Crowned Sparrow 
($500-$999)
Barbara Andrews and Dennis Tharp
Jason Berv and Sumaya Abu-Haidar
Dan Blumstein and Janice Daniel 
Lorene Calder
Chevron 
Butch and Judy Clark
Jennifer and Bob Darnell
Leslie R. Desmond 
Carole Dobbie
Ellen and Richard Dobbin
James and Virginia Doubles
Bruce Driver and Charlene Dougherty
John and Mary Ellis
Suzanne and Robert Fletcher
Ken and Jaunea Ford
Monica Geber
Scott and Kathy Graham

Marcie and Charles Haley
Robert and Stephanie Haley
Tom and Eileen Hawk
Alan and Gloria Heath
Robert and Merrill Horswill
John and Jackie Ingham
Mavis and Wendy Kelsey
Allison Leidner
Mary Maly
Cliff  and Chris Mann
Barbara McGaughey
Cathy and Chuck McGinnis
Barbara and Ken Moffitt 
Liz and Franklin Myers
Melanie and Jim Myers
Bobbi Peckarsky and Steve Horn 
Jeanette Peter 
Katherine and Krehe Ritter
Dabney Rohrbach
Anthony Sakowski 
Carol Shininger
Barrett Sides
James and Delrena Sides
Alexandra Smith 
Lowry and Leila Smith
Gail, Dan, and Doug Tolbert
Bob Valentine and Steve Bolton



2016 RMBL Supporters

Butterfly ($100-$499)
Kelly Agnew
Bruce and Deborah Alpern 
Deborah Altus
Phyllis Andersland
Leigh Anderson Barrow
Peter Bryce Appleton
Scott and Nancy Atlas
Hope Babcock
Margaret Bailey
Tony and Sandra Bakker
Dawn Barton-Welles and Peter Welles
Lou Beckman
Dan Bench
Ralph Benson
Suzanne and Fred Berry
Mary Ellen and Walter Boynton
Deborah and Larry Brannian
Dick and Donna Bratton
Clait and Nancy Braun
Berry Brosi and Karen Levy 
Emily and John Bruno 
Theresa Bucher 
John Cairns 
David and Tanya Cameron
Alaine Camfield
Lee and Kathy Cannon
Cindy Carey
Bill and Lynne Cariker
Dudley and Curtis Carlson 

Charles and Marion Classen
Diana Cosand
Win and Anda Craven
Cristiana Guesthaus 
Gretchen Daily and Gideon Jaffe
Lisa and Timothy Daniel  
Torin and Veronica Dewey 
Gary and Marilyn Dillard 
Greg and Mary Beth Dimijian
Karen Divine
Philip Dixon
Kevin and Sonda Donovan 
Gwen Dooley 
Sterling and Melinda Doster 
Kenneth Duncan and Janel McGuire 
William Dwyer 
Dave and Carole Ebner 
George Enders and Sally Ling 
Erin and Mike Fabbre
Amanda Forrest
Rachael Freeman and Samuel Slosek 
Hannah Galantino-Homer
Lawrence Gall and Nancy Barrer 
Charles and Adrienne Gallagher
Cathy and Bob Geraghty 
Steven and Sue Haley
Will Hamilton and Jackie Bird
Thomas Hammond 
Peter Hartline and Rebecca Kucera
Emily Hartman

Helen Hasbrouck 
Mary and Kirk Haskell
Tom and Dorothy Haskell 
Donald Haver
Carole Hickman
Loren Hintz
Rachel Homer and David Makowski
Dee Hull
John Hull
Trudy Huntington
Eliza Jewett-Hall
Richard and Sandra Karas
Gary and Elizabeth Keiser
Nancy and Karl Kellogg
Jon Kingsdale and Rosalie R. Phillips
Joan Kritzberg
Lara Kueppers and John Elliott
Diana Kushner 
Mary Laird and Greg Glatzmaier
Rita Lang  
Beth and Shelly Leidner
David and Sandy Leinsdorf
Ron and Karen Long
Carolyn and Joseph Lopez
Rick and Kathy Lorentz
Svata Louda and Rod Otley 
Lynn Maguire 
Lynette McLamb and Todd Steiner
Avery Miller and Chris Steffens
Susan Miller
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Jahaziel Gutierrez and Svenja Kroeger measuring a marmot.



2016 RMBL Supporters

Sunrise Elk Mountains

Jerald and Marilyn Mitchell 
Arlee Montalvo 
Juliet Morgan
Carrie Mussey
Katherine Norgard
John and Robin Norton
Seth Novatt and Priscilla Natkins 
Louise C. Nuttle
Lynette Page 
John Palmer  
Ginny Passoth 
Michael and Linda Paulaitis 
Carol Peacock
Bill and Cynthia Peatross
Marge Penton and Neal Ayres 
John and Barbara Pleasants
Ralph Langenheim and Casey Diana 
Gary Reiness
Ken and Lucy Reynolds
William Reynolds
Russ and Mary Rhea 
Steven Richard 
Dan Ritchie
Margaret Ronsheim
David Rose and Ceil Murray

James Rubin
Carmen Salsbury 
David Schrier 
Randy Seagrist 
Larry Seeman and Teri Schadeck 
Samantha and Daniel Siegfried
Carol Silldorff
Annabelle Singer
Thomas and Barbara Snyder
Judith and Bob Soule 
David and Caroline Specht
Nia Spongberg and Mollie McDermott
Loren and Laura Steffy
Chris Still and Maria Murphy
John and Mary Anne Tarr
Kevin and Amy Taylor
Edward and Lynda Thompson
Dian VanDeMark and Tom Hartman
Martha Violett
Vogy’s House Moving, LLC
Mary Walter
George Weiblen and Rebecca Montgomery
Todd and Kim Wellnitz
Paul Wieczoreck
Brook and Emily Wilke

James and Nurit Wolf  
Karl Zachar and Kara Buckley
Frank and Marlene Zanetell
Gail Zucker
Ann and David Zweig

Mayfly (<$100)
Gay and Greg Austin
Adele Bachman 
Gail Baker
Jim Barron
Mary Beck
Clifford and Susan Beckman
Lucy Bednekoff
Skip and Ruth Berkshire
Allan Berlind
Joanna Booser
Sarah Boynton
Laura Burkle
David Carey
Malle Carrasco-Harris
Richard Casey
Matteo Coco
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2016 RMBL Supporters
Dr. Bobbi Peckarsky and graduate student 
Matt Fuller conduct stream biomonitoring.

Ross Conover
Denise Cooper  
Robert Cushman
Jeff  and Dana Delaney
Susan Dunklee
Robert Fine and Marsha Goldstein
Matt Fuller
Kate Gallagher
Pam Gearhart
Susan Goodwin
Jean Gratigny
Linda and Gary Gray
Michael Guerra
John and Nicole Gutrich
David and Kathy Hackenyos
Lucy Hecker
Ryan Herlands
Sara Hiebert Burch 
Maureen Hinkle
Tamara Iorio
Alice and Steve Jennison
Barbara Jewell and Don Green
Leah Joyce

Keith Karoly
Ben Koch and Hannah Griscom 
Janet Lennox
Margaret Levy
Natalie Lowell
Ellen Mahoney
Tyler and Laura Martineau
Angus and Emma McIntosh
Melissa Merrick
Everett Meyer
Gesa and Glenn Michel
Kailen Mooney and Kathy Thomas
Becky Mosier
Sue Navy
Diana Niskern
Nancy Novitski
Annette Olson
Kelly Omand
David and Marge O’Reilly
Elizabeth and Dewey Overholser
Morgan and Lisa Pauley
David Porter
Robert Prendeville

Charles and Gail Ransler
Edward Realzola
George and Bobbie Reinhardt
Katherine Sharaf
Martin Silverman
Robin Sleith
Miriam and Richard Smith
Dakota Spear
Kim Sweitzer
Wouter and Jill van Tiel
A. Thomas Vawter
Anne Wara
Karin Warren
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Newly emerged ground squirrel pup



2016 RMBL Supporters

Directed Gifts

$500,000+
National Science Foundation

$50,000+
Mary Price and Nick Waser 

$10,000+
Michael and Andrea Banks 
Gunnison Valley Housing Foundation 
David and Patricia Miller 
 
$5,000 - $9,999
Jean Langenheim 
Tom and Linda Biery 

$1,000 - $4,999
Becky & Joe Williams Family Fund  
Robin and Mark Ikeda 
Rotary Club of  Crested Butte 
Lana Marie Turner 
Nina Kingsdale 
Carol Boggs and Ward Watt 

Up to $999
Douglas and Kimberly Johnson 
John and Sarah Palmer  
Diane Quinlan  
Howard Whiteman and Nancy 
Buschhaus 
Sally and John Stevenson
Carol Johnson and Russ Miller 

Includes the Legacy Campaign, 
various scholarships and 
endowments, youth programs, and 
other restricted gifts

RMBL strives to ensure the accuracy of  our 
donor recognition lists. We apologize for any 
errors and ask that you please let us know of  
any discrepancies as soon as possible. Please 
email dev@rmbl.org with any changes.  
Thank you!

Researcher Dr. Will Petry surveying Valerian plants at a high elevation. Ph
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In Honor of
billy barr 
Jim Barron
Lou Beckman
Carol Boggs and Ward Watt
Ana Chicas-Mosier
Gary Dodge
Charlene Dougherty
Dr. Henry and Sandra Estess
Dr. Hugo Ferchau
Clea Greenawalt
Balie Griffith
Barbara Kauffman
Will Petry, Kailen Mooney, and 
colleagues
Jen Pierson
Mary Anne Tarr
TJ Tharp
Savannah Troy
Scottie Willey

In Honor of   
John and Margie Haley
Charles and Marcie Haley

Robert and Stephanie Haley
Steven and Sue Haley
Jerald and Marilyn Mitchell
Anthony Sakowski
Nicole and Derek Waggoner

In Memory of
Dr. Ted Becher
Drew A. Mussey
Irv, Janet, and Joanne Peckarsky
Marion Stoerker
Melinda Kay Williams

In Memory of   
Ryan Brown 
Barbara and Michael Aufdenspring 
Melissa Austad
Laura and John Barberis, Jr.
Don and Rose Bley
Ann Brown 
Ken and Ginny Brown 
David and Maureen Everding
Thomas and Donna Farishon
Carol Gehring 



Benjamin Gray 
Linda and Gary Gray
Mary Hittler
Kay and Carl Hoelting 
Maria and Philip Kirwan
Loretta and Joseph Kladiva
Pat and Sue Knoll 
Christina and Robert Kreuzer
Mary Elizabeth and August Legeay
Peter McDonald and Lisa Cyrocki 
Piper Jaffray
Donna and Michael Regan
Richard and Janice Spathelf
Randi Stewart
Deborah Stacy
Jim and Barb Schuette  
Mike, Kathy, Erin, and Molly Setzer
Matt Thompson 
Laure Turner
Jill and Ty Vaughn 
Bruce and Pearl Wayne

In Memory of  Barbara Moran
William Baraglia
Chuck and Alison Bolvin
Frederick and Beverly Coyne
Joan Felty
Judy Foley
Dennis Hall
Jeffrey and Karen Hall
Mark and Sue Hanna
Dale and Caroline Lindley
Kristine Metz
Brad Moran
Greg Moran
Gerald Mueller
Susan Raney
Julie Sass
J.E. Trinker
Janet Wudtke

In Memory of   
Tim Wawrzyniec
Ian Billick and Jennie Reithel 
Jessica Breckenridge 
Andrew Ellwein

Linda Ellwein and Pam Tibbetts
Patrick Ellwein  
Les McFadden 

Recurring Gifts
Alison Brody
Philippe Cohen and Cindy Stead
Julie Marshall and Richard Jones
Jennifer Maza Otremba

In-Kind Donations
Ellen and Richard Dobbin
Kathy and Paul Hooge
Petra Marks
John Palmer
Bobbi Peckarsky and Steve Horn
Mary Price and Nick Waser

Land Donation
Scottie Willey

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ji
m

m
y 

Le
e

Graduate student Justin Bain in the 
field with an interview stick.
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This biannual newsletter is sent to supporters who have made a donation to RMBL in the last 14 months.  
If  you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically, please email dev@rmbl.org. Thank you for your support!

RMBL Summer Events 2017

6/17: “End of  Snow” screening at the CBCFA, 7:00 pm, FREE

6/24:  Breeding Bird Survey, Gothic at bbcc, 6:00 am - noon,  
 breakfast / lunch for attendees, FREE 

6/24:  Open House (1:00-4:00 pm) and 90th Celebration of  RMBL  
 (4:00-6:00 pm) with a history component in the Science Café  
 and art exhibits featuring local artists, Gothic at bbcc

6/29:  Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein, 10:00 am – noon,  
 starts/ends at 4-way in CB, $40 

6/29:  “Water, Policy, and the Environment”, Dr. Sarah Oktay  
 presentation at the CB Mountain Heritage Museum,  
 7:00 pm, FREE

7/4: 49th annual Gothic to CB 1/3 Marathon, 8:00 am

7/6:  “End of  Snow” screening with Director Morgan Heim,  
 4:30-6:00 pm, Gothic at bbcc, FREE 

7/10: Wildflower Festival Dinner with a Scientist at Gothic, 6:00- 
 9:00 pm, Gothic at bbcc, $60  

7/12: “In sickness and in health: exploring the impact of  social  
 behavior on parasite infection”, Douglass Distinguished  
 Lecturer Dr. Vanessa Ezenwa, 7:30-9:00 pm,  
 Gothic at bbcc, FREE

7/13: Geobotany Van Tour with Drs. Amy Ellwein and Tim  
 Lowrey, 10:00 am-2:00 pm, starts/ends at 4-way in CB, $60-80 

7/17: “Research topics related to the Trout Fishery in Gunnison  
 Valley” presentation at the Mallardi Theatre in CB,  

 7:00 pm, FREE, speakers: RMBL scientists Drs. Bobbi  
 Peckarsky, Scott Wissinger, Brad Taylor, and Hamish Grieg 

7/24: Hummingbird Talk at the CB Mountain Heritage Museum,  
 7:00 pm , FREE, speakers: RMBL scientists  
 Drs. Noah Whiteman and David Inouye 

7/27: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein, 10:00 am – noon,  
 starts/ends at 4-way in CB, $40 

7/28: Art Show and Open Mic, 7:15 pm, Gothic at bbcc, FREE

8/3: “The Latest News from RMBL”, Dr. Ian Billick presentation  
 at CBCFA, 7:00 pm, FREE

8/4: Youth Programs Family Night event in Gothic,  
 4:00-6:00 pm, FREE

8/5: Butterfly BioBlitz at North Pole Basin with Rachel Steward,  
 10:30 am-2:00 pm, FREE 

8/7: RMBL Celebrates 90 Years of  Land Conservation, 7:30 pm,  
 Gothic at bbcc, FREE

8/10: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein, 10:00 am – noon,  
 starts/ends at 4-way in CB, $40

8/22: Historic Preservation Dinner with artifacts and exhibits,  
 Gothic at bbcc, cocktail hour 4:30-6:00 pm, dinner 6:00 pm,  
 town site tours 7:00-8:00 pm, ticketed event ($40 adults/$20  
 kids ages 12 and under)

8/24: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein, 10:00 am – noon,  
 starts/ends at 4-way in CB, $40

Event Locations: 
Gothic at bbcc – billy barr community center at the Rocky Mountain Biological Lab in Gothic
CBCFA – Crested Butte Center for the Arts - 606 6th Street, Crested Butte
CB Mountain Heritage Museum – 331 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte

For more information about events and to register for programs, please see our Programs and Events page at www.rmbl.org/events
Events office: 970-349-7420 / events@rmbl.org

(BE SURE TO INCLUDE DONATION ENVELOPES DROPPED OFF AT YOUR OFFICE)
haven’t seen these   


