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Dear RMBL Members, 
Friends,  and Community,

Every year, winter comes to Gothic. But for the 

last year, Gothic’s winter has gone to the world.  Start-

ing with the Snow Guardian video going viral (the 

National Geographic website is showing 6.5+ million 

views), billy barr has received enormous coverage, 

capturing the front pages of several newspapers (Den-

ver and Tucson) and reaching outlets like CBS, the 

Atlantic Monthly, and CNN. So many documentary 

film crews are contacting us that we have had trouble 

keeping them straight. 

billy’s story is great. It combines science, compelling 

narrative, and of course, billy! It comes at a time 

when the realities of how the world is changing are 

sinking in.  The story of how the world is changing is 

best told by scientists like billy, Dr David Inouye, Dr 

Bobbi Pecarsky, Dr Dan Blumstein and other RMBL 

scientists who have stewarded studies for over 40 years 

with no agenda other than recording what they see in 

order to understand the world. 

As the world and science changes, so must RMBL.  

Demand to work at RMBL has grown more than 50% 

over the last five years, with much of that demand oc-

curring outside summer.  To understand how organisms 

are responding to changing snow patterns, scientists are 

visiting RMBL earlier and staying later.  RMBL’s growth 

into the nation’s primary platform for understanding 

snowpack and hydrology has also increased demand 

for access in deep winter. Rapid advances in technology, 

including the use of sensors and genomic techniques, 

require that we support scientists who want to use our 

facilities in different ways and at different times.  

We are looking at a whole range of logistical issues 

involved in supporting research and education in 

winter.  We have received $350,000 from the National 

Science Foundation to build a four-season cabin.  Long-

time RMBL supporter Doug La Follette has donated 

an additional $120,000 to help us build a second floor.  

We are still working on design, but it is expected to 

house between 8-14 people.  We will break ground this 

summer.  Ultimately, we would like to have housing 

to support 30 visitors in winter.  Not only will these 

projects help in winter, but they will allow us to reduce 

summer occupancies in some cabins, or remove cabins 

that can’t be adequately repaired.

With these changes we are exploring winter course 

offerings. We are also very excited about working 

with the local guiding community, which is one of the 

largest and most professional guiding communities 

in North America, to develop avalanche, snow, and 

winter programs.  The combination of RMBL science, 

our facilities, long-term studies involving snow and 

avalanches, and the professional guiding community, 

create unparalleled educational opportunities.

The East River Valley is designated for non-motor-

ized recreation and we hope it stays that way.  Approx-

imately once a winter or so, with the County’s permis-

sion we have used a snowmobile when we have had to 

move something large enough that it couldn’t be done 

by skis.  We are asking the County to approve winter 

programs in Gothic, and while there might be an occa-

sional need for snowmobile support, our goal is to avoid 

snowmobile use as much as we can.  We will not run 

programs if participants can’t get to Gothic under their 

own power.  

The value of RMBL science will only grow.  And 

as fewer people spend time outside, RMBL’s role in 

connecting people to the outdoors will also continue 

to grow.  As the residents of Gunnison Valley and the 

scientists who work here have known for a long time, 

the ecosystems around Gothic are defined by winter. 

Soon, our ability to support research and recreation 

will reflect that.

Ian Billick, Ph.D.
RMBL Executive Director
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“In a rapidly changing world, 
RMBL sustains our quality

 of life by accelerating discoveries about 
the ecosystems that replenish the  

world’s air, water, and food supply.”

Rainbow, photo RMBL Archives
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photo by Shayn Estes
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RMBL is exploring the feasibility of a year-
round campus in Mt. Crested Butte. According to 
Executive Director Dr. Ian Billick, “Understanding 
the world has never been more important. We 
are building one of the nation’s leading scientific 
institutions. Expanding RMBL’s footprint at the 
Snodgrass Trailhead in Mt. Crested Butte will 
enable year-round programs, which are currently 
impractical due to Gothic’s inaccessibility in winter.”

Billick explained, “The location was chosen for 
a variety of reasons, including its proximity to pub-
lic transportation. The campus will support public 
use of the Gothic Valley, and will maintain and 
enhance public access to the Snodgrass Trailhead.”

RMBL will continue to upgrade the Gothic 
facilities. However, demand to work at RMBL 
continues to grow, while it is getting harder for 
scientists to find and afford offsite facilities.  Billick 
added, “RMBL’s unique resources attract scientists 
from around the world. In the last four years alone, 
scientific activity has grown 50%. Scientists and 
students are being turned away due to lack of space.” 

The Crested Butte Mountain Resort (CBMR) 
has agreed to provide approximately six acres for 
the campus expansion at the Snodgrass Trailhead 
in return for RMBL creating workforce housing. 
The transaction is contingent upon successful com-
pletion of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
process with the Town of Mt. Crested Butte and 
fundraising. The proposed campus will include 
laboratory space, community workforce housing, a 
visitor center, offices and space for educational pro-
gramming. 

  RMBL Board Chair Kurt Giesselman not-
ed: “RMBL’s Board of Trustees has endorsed this 
visionary project. If successful, it will increase the 
local inventory of affordable housing while signif-
icantly increasing the nation’s capacity to support 

field research.”
“CBMR is honored to help RMBL create year-

round facilities to enhance its contribution to field 
science and education. They provide an incredible 
asset to our community and the scientific commu-
nity with the work they do. If there is a way for us 
to help facilitate that and flourish for generations 
to come, then we are proud to be a part of it”, said 
Erica Mueller, Vice President of CBMR. “This well 
thought out  project also gives RMBL, CBMR and 
the town the opportunity to accomplish many goals 

and address current issues facing the community 
including seasonal housing, making it a win-win 
for all.”

The project’s next step is to initiate the PUD 
process with the Town of Mt. Crested Butte, which 
will include public hearings. RMBL will be fund-
raising for the campus. Supporters interested in 
being a major donor, or in a naming gift, should 
contact Dr. Billick at director@rmbl.org

Beyond Gothic: RMBL exploring year-round Mt. Crested Butte campus expansion

 Location of Potential Mt. Crested Butte Expansion map, by Shannon Sprott

 RMBL Mt.CB Concept  
© Narda Lebo, Arts+Sciences Press
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Engaging in RMBL: RMBL High School Field Ecology Course
  Contributed by Erin Fabbre

RMBL is running a successful high school pro-

gram! We have always hosted high school teachers 

and groups.  Starting in 2014, we have offered 

our own class, open to high school students from 

across the country.  This two-week course starts at 

the end of July and is capped at 13 students.  En-

rollment opens at the beginning of the year.  It has 

filled the last several years, with approximate-

ly half of the students coming from the local 

communities, and half coming from elsewhere.

Over the last decade K-12 science education 

has been shifting to an inquiry-based approach, 

including exposing students to the process of 

science as well as giving them an opportunity to 

ask their own questions. RMBL has been at the 

forefront of this method of learning. As this ap-

proach has been widely adopted at all grade levels, 

it created a wonderful opportunity to provide the 

“RMBL experience” to high school students.  

In 2014, RMBL Executive Director Dr. Ian 

Billick received a National Science Foundation 

(NSF) grant to install research equipment in 

the Gothic Research Center.  As part of this 

grant, RMBL received funding to support a high 

school course where students would learn about 

how field scientists were incorporating lab-based 

approaches into their research.  Crested Butte 

Community School high school science teacher 

Lisa Hart led the way by developing the course.

The class got a boost in 2016 when RMBL 

scientist Dr. Jill Anderson (University of Georgia) 

received a prestigious NSF Career grant.  While 

the focus of the grant was on supporting her re-

search, it also included funding to provide scholar-

ships to local students from the Crested Butte and 

Gunnison High Schools to take the course.  Addi-

tionally, Dr. Anderson brings teaching profession-

als working on a Master of Education degree to 

participate in and support the class, in order for 

them to better understand how to incorporate 

field research into the classroom.   

Long-time RMBL’er and certified high school 

science teacher Erin Fabbre has been teaching the 

course the last few years. In the first week, she 

organizes a series of meetings between students 

and scientists, and arranges time for students to 

shadow scientists in the field and help conduct re-

search. The students learn more about scientists 

as people, as well as explore how different scien-

tists identify questions and conduct field research.  

As the students work in the field with scientists 

they learn techniques such as mark-recapture and 

aquatic invertebrate sampling.  

The students use the experiences from their 

first week to develop an independent project in 

the second week.  They develop their own scientif-

ic question, design a study, collect data, and pres-

ent their results to the larger scientific community.  

Student projects have covered topics ranging from 

pollinator color preference, stream diversity, large 

mammal grazing behavior, and soil chemistry.  

If you are interested in learning more about the 

course, finding out how a high school student you 

know might participate, or in funding a scholarship, 

please contact Erin Fabbre at erin@rmbl.org.

High School Course, photo by Erin Fabbre
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Winter Hydrology Research  
photo by Dr. Rosemary Carroll

Summer Hydrology Research, photo by Dr. Rosemary Carroll

Dr. Rosemary Carroll is an Associate Research 

Professor in hydrology with the Desert Research 

Institute.  She lives in Crested Butte and follows 

Dr. Scottie Willey’s footsteps in being a RMBL 

scientist serving on the Upper Gunnison River 

Water Conservancy District’s Board.

What is your general research focus?
 I am a research hydrologist and have worked 

on a range of projects related to hydro-chemistry 

in alpine watersheds, groundwater resources, flow 

and transport of contaminated surface 

and groundwater, wetland hydrology, 

mercury transport and bioaccumula-

tion, and hydrologic implications of 

water rights transfers. Recently I am 

focused on the coupling of energy and 

water balances at watershed scales to 

assess the interaction between ground-

water and surface water and the vulner-

ability of snow-dominated systems to 

drought. 

You have a grant to do research at RMBL. Can 
you tell us a bit more about that?

I am funded through the United States  

Geological Survey to study controls on the age 

of stream discharge.  We think that deeper and 

older groundwater is more hydrologically active in 

these headwater basins than steep topography and  

apparent lack of subsurface storage would suggest.  

Age of streamflow indicates catchment memo-

ry of past inputs and can be used as a proxy to 

understand hydrologic sensitivity to land use and  

climate change.  The research takes advantage of 

the work I do with the Berkeley Lab’s Scientific 

Focus Area on Watershed Function at RMBL in 

which I monitor stream discharge, solute export, 

snow accumulation and melt. 

Tell us a bit about your education background 
(undergrad, grad school) and your employer.

I attended Bates College, a liberal arts college 

in Maine, where I competed in cross country run-

ning and alpine ski racing and received a degree 

in Physics (1989).  I attended the University of 

Nevada, Reno for a MS (1999) in Hydrology.  I 

was hired by the Desert Research Institute (DRI) 

in 2000, an environmental research lab associat-

ed with the Nevada System of Higher Education. 

After the birth of my second child, I kept working 

at DRI and completed my PhD in 2010. It was a 

long, non-traditional process.  

How did you end up as a hydrologist?
While living in Crested Butte in the early 

1990s, I attended WSCU to get my teaching cer-

tificate but found myself almost exclusively tak-

ing geology classes. With the encouragement of 

several professors I decided to return to graduate 

school in hydrology since it combined my love of 

water (I was an avid whitewater kayaker) with  

interests in geology and mathematics. 

How did you get to Crested Butte? 

I was born and raised in Norwich, VT but made 

my way to Crested Butte in 1990 and married into a 

Gunnison family. In 1996, my husband Torrey Car-

roll and I departed Crested Butte for Reno/Tahoe to 

attend graduate school. In 2006 we returned to raise 

our children. As long as I can keep my funding up, 

I can live in Crested Butte and be a faculty member 

with DRI.  So far so good! 

Did you ever think you would be a  
RMBL scientist? 

To be honest, I did not. It was not clear 

how I could link my funding sources 

to the region. My involvement with 

Berkeley Labs provided a mechanism 

to leverage data and ideas for additional 

funding. The chance to do science in my 

“backyard” and engage with scientists 

across multiple disciplines at RMBL, 

WSCU and local stakeholders has  

been extremely rewarding personally. 

Why did you get involved with the Upper Gunni-
son River Water Conservancy District?  
My career in hydrology, and a desire to promote 

science based policy aligns with the UGRWCD   

mission to be a leader in managing water 

resources in the Upper Gunnison River Basin. 

Additionally, the district provides a platform for 

diverse stakeholders to work together to support 

sustainable water management.

How does science inform your work on the 
Water Conservancy District?

I bring a scientific point of view. My hope is 

to help the board prioritize meaningful pilot pro-

jects to address anticipated water shortages and to 

improve water forecasting.  In return, the board is 

educating me on stakeholder concerns, regulatory 

policy and they provide insight during research 

planning so that scientific outcomes can benefit 

our community. 

RMBL Scientist Profile: Interview with Dr. Rosemary Carroll
  Contributed by Dr. Ian Billick
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RMBL in Winter: Winter use and changes to our operating permit
  Contributed by Dr. Ian Billick

RMBL has been in the news this 
year because of proposed snowmobile 
use in the Gothic corridor, as well as 
other proposed changes to our county 
permit. 

We have operated under a land 
use permit granted by the county 
in 1989 for commercial activity in 
Gothic. The 1989 permit focused on 
summer research and education use 
in Gothic. We have always had other 
uses not covered in our permit. For 
example, winter ecology courses have 
been intermittently offered and the 
white-crowned sparrow crew often 
stays in a cabin we own in Schofield. 
But these uses have been managed as 
incidental to our primary permit. 

As our capacity to host programs 
has grown, the county is evaluating 
activities that are not clearly defined in 
our permit: non-summer programs, 
non-mission related programs (e.g., 
weddings, hosting programs with the 
Music Festival), and use of facilities in 
North Pole Basin and Schofield.

For winter programs, the combi-
nation of our scientific resources, our 
facilities and an amazing backcountry 
guiding community means we can 
offer students an unparalleled back-
country experience. Winter programs 
would allow us to create a stronger 
winter presence in Gothic to support 
backcountry skiers. Winter back-
country use has grown significantly 
with up to 100 or more cars at the 
trailhead on bluebird days. This had 
led to problems with trespassers and 
disruption to research on our prop-
erty. We hope to proactively address 
these issues through collaboration 
and communication associated with 
increased winter programs. 

When we submitted our 
application, the county asked us 
about snowmobile use. In the 1990’s 
the US Forest Service closed public 
lands around Gothic to motorized 
recreation. In 2001 Gunnison 

County closed the road to Gothic to 
motorized winter recreation, though 
real property owners were granted 
permission to use snowmobiles to 
access their properties. 

While no limits were put on RMBL’s 
use of snowmobiles, we have done 
everything we can to minimize use. 
Winter caretakers travel under their 
own power and stock supplies in 
the fall. We have used snowmobiles 
approximately once a winter when 
we have had to unexpectedly move 
something large. While we have had 
an unlimited legal right to use snow-
mobiles, we have exercised it sparingly 
and with little complaint. 

We do not anticipate increasing 
snowmobile use as part of our winter 
programs. However, our response to 
the county’s request for clarification 
over snowmobiles will restrict our 
use, regardless of need or urgency. 
And no matter how the valley 
changes, it will be difficult to amend 

the permit.  In our response to the 
county we identified constraints on 
our snowmobile use to minimize 
conflicts as our winter programs grow. 

We proposed that RMBL use 
snowmobiles whenever needed to 
address health and safety. We also 
requested the right to respond to 
facilities emergencies. This year we 
had a boiler failure and needed to 
transport equipment and contractors 
to avoid the freezing of the research 
center.  We suggested limiting snow-
mobile use for winter programs to a 
maximum of once per week, avoiding 
periods of high use. We will not use 
snowmobiles to move students, and 
we will add storage space in Gothic to 
reduce the need for snowmobiles. Just 
as we have the last 20 years, we will 
avoid snowmobile use to the greatest 
extent feasible. 

We understand that for many 
long-time county residents and 
RMBL scientists, seeing the valleys 

and RMBL change can be hard. The 
wildness and remoteness people first 
experienced as recently as 10 years ago 
has retreated and become harder to 
find as more people seek those same 
experiences. 

To not just survive, but to thrive, 
RMBL will need to adapt. For the 
last 50 years RMBL has been an ac-
tive leader in land conservation. With 
your support we have acquired 1000+ 
acres valued at $5+ million, as well as 
supported efforts by Trust for Pub-
lic Lands, The Nature Conservancy 
and the Crested Butte Land Trust, 
to conserve thousands of more acres 
valued at tens of millions of dollars. 
Our future success will be defined by 
how effective we are at working with, 
managing, and educating the general 
public to ensure the integrity of the 
ecosystems around Gothic. RMBL is 
actively working to responsibly share 
the ecosystems we all love.

Winter Skiing in Gothic, photo from RMBL Archives. | Inset Photo: crowded winter use parking, photo by Dave Ochs
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Sunset Rainbow over RMBL, photo from RMBL Archives

2017 Financial Report
  This financial report is unaudited. Audited financial statements are posted on www.rmbl.org as soon as they become available.

RMBL General Operating Fund Report
Category Revenue Expenses Net
Research 0 152,294 (152,294)
Informal Science Education 68,847 134,038 (65,191)
Coursework 59,125 48,572 10,553
Physical Plant 366,654 412,690 (46,036)
Food Services 212,473 168,351 44,122
Store 83,967 75,962 8,005
Administration 359,646 406,715 (47,069)
Development 520,295 184,057 336,238
Totals 1,671,007 1,582,679 $88,328

RMBL Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2017
ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents ...................... $ 1,154,535
Cash Held for Others ................................... $ 145,193
Accounts Receivable.................................... $ 131,221
Prepaid Expenses ........................................... $ 13,341
Investments ............................................... $ 1,909,039
OTHER ASSETS
Property and Equipment:

Land ....................................................... $ 3,035,581
Buildings ................................................ $ 7,440,984
Equipment ............................................. $ 1,461,777
Accumulated Depreciation ..................$(2,977,674)

Property and Equipment, net .................... $ 8,960,668
TOTAL ASSETS ...............................$12,313,997

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities:
Accounts Payable ........................................ $ 119,974
Funds Held for Others .................................. $ 145,193
TOTAL LIABILITIES ..................................$ 265,167

Net Assets:
Unrestricted ............................................... $ 9,582,610
Temporarily Restricted .............................. $ 1,263,217
Permanently Restricted ............................ $ 1,203,003
TOTAL NET ASSETS.............................$12,048,830
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $12,313,997

Thank you to all the RMBL scientists, students and supporters who 
helped RMBL log another strong year in 2017; the general fund netted a 
surplus of $88,328. We allocated the surplus to our physical plant reserves 
and toward the Trampe Ranch conservation easement.

Notable financial achievements beyond the general operating fund included:

• settling $450,000 of our $550,000 obligation toward the Trampe Ranch conservation 

easement, a property which adjoins the Gothic townsite, 

• a $306,599 grant from the National Science Foundation to purchase and install a Gas 

Chromatograph-Mass Spectrometer – this includes funds to support scientists from 

non-research institutions and teachers to gain research experience,

• $445,000 from the National Science Foundation and a major donor to build a new 

four-season, accessible cabin in the Gothic townsite, to be completed in summer 2019, and 

• renewal of the Research Education for Undergraduates (“REU”) grant from the National 

Science Foundation ($632,801 over five years, subject to federal budget approval)

RMBL currently operates with a cash reserve that is just sufficient for annual operational 
needs but doesn’t allow for much else.  Looking ahead, the board and staff are developing a 
strategic plan and financial model to lead RMBL to a more sustainable financial position while 
preserving our vibrant community – not just for the immediate future but for the long-term 
horizon. Ongoing challenges to be addressed include:  

1. building sufficient reserves and endowment funds to address deferred maintenance 

in Gothic;

2. keeping RMBL affordable for scientists and graduate students;

3. satisfying ever-increasing demand from the scientific community and staff (year-round 

and in summer) for housing, laboratory space, offices and other services; 

4. making RMBL a data-rich environment for scientists to accelerate scientific discovery; and 

5. growing philanthropic support for RMBL.  

RMBL is grateful for the support of the scientists and students who choose to utilize our 
facilities and for the many donors who help make this possible, especially members of the 
Marmot Club, Columbine Club and Leadership Circle.  Thank you.



Dr. Sarah Oktay has been recruited to be a 
Program Director working for the University of 
California Davis Natural Reserves System and the 
John Muir Institute for the Environment after two 
wonderful years at RMBL.  She wanted to thank 
all the donors, volunteers, staff, scientists, and stu-
dents at RMBL for their support and enthusiasm 
for “Science at the Top”.

Dr. Amy Ellwein has resigned as the Director 
of Science Communication and Engagement at 
RMBL to reconnect with her passion for geology 
and simplify her life after the devastating loss of 
her husband and her father to cancer. In the last 
few months, she has traveled to India and Nepal 
for a geology conference, is writing two papers and 
a book, and has submitted a research proposal to 
NSF with RMBL colleagues. Amy is still part of 
the RMBL family; she is teaching a hydrology 
course this spring and leading geology-based tours 
of the valley throughout the summer.

Kelly Sudderth, CPA 
is the Chief Operating 
Officer, a new position 
at RMBL.   Kelly is a cer-
tified public accountant 
and  started her career at 
Deloitte, a global public 
accounting firm.  She  has 
10 years of experience in 
the nonprofit sector, especially in finance, strategic 
planning, board development and fundraising.  She 
has worked with RMBL as a consultant since 
2016.      Kelly and her husband, David, moved to 
Crested Butte with their children Lily (14), Joseph 
(11), Caroline (9) and Wesley (8) in 2015. 

Erin Fabbre has 
joined the RMBL team 
as the new Development 
Coordinator. She has 
been associated with the 
lab since 2001 filling roles 
from student to field in-
structor and is excited to 
put her RMBL history 

to good use.  She is the current board president 
for the Trailhead Children’s Museum in CB, and 
hopes to blend her science background and crea-
tivity at RMBL.

Jeremy Grieve is  
RMBL’s new Develop-
ment Assistant. He is set 
to graduate from Western 
State Colorado Univer-
sity in May of 2018 with 
a degree in accounting. 
Jeremy’s work experience 
is in the outdoor tourism 
industry where he worked for a rafting and zip- 
lining company for two seasons as a bookkeeper. 
As a new member of the RMBL team, he is excited 
to accomplish meaningful work for RMBL and the 
Gunnison Valley.

The Coffee Lab at the Mt Crested Butte base 
area is now part of the RMBL family. Our own 
Dewey Overholser is overseeing operations. All 
proceeds from the Coffee Lab benefit RMBL, 
so go grab a coffee or a snack to support science!  
Summer Hours are 7:00 am to 5:30 pm. 
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Paintbrush, Oscha and Bluebells by a stream, photo from RMBL Archives

RMBL Happenings: News and Notes on RMBL Community

Stay up to date with RMBL on the web!

rmbl.org/recent-press



General Operating Fund

Corporate Sponsors
Eleven
Irwin Backcountry Guides

Leadership Circle ($25,000 +)
David & Bonnie Weekley
Carolyn & David Miller

Columbine Club ($10,000-$24,999)
Anne & Paul Ehrlich
Henry & Sandra Estess
Kurt & Janet Giesselman
Balie & Beverly Griffith
Kristina Jones & Peter Hecht
Boston Foundation
Rachel & Bruce McLean
Tony & Randi Stroh
Venise & Larry Stuart
John & Carson Taylor
Marcella & Brian Wildes

Marmot Club ($5,000-$9,999)
Michael & Andrea Banks
Ian Billick & Jennie Reithel
Cathy & Peter Dea
Dick & Mary Allen
Thomas & Currie Barron
Peg & Jim Billick
Doris & James Brogan
Diane Campbell
Cindy Carlisle
Virginia Dodson
Glenn & Eva Dubin
Maureen & Keith Gamble
John & Mel Harte
Carol Johnson & Russ Miller
Douglas La Follette
Carolyn Gibbs & Rick Nelson
Noelle & Richard Hagan
Margie & John Haley
Denise & Blake Hawk

James & Ynette Hogue
Ben & Mary Gwen Hulsey
Brian Inouye & Nora Underwood
David & Bonnie Inouye
Mark & Sarah Kaufman
Kathryn & Scott King
Tem & Maggie McElroy
Perrin & Peggy Quarles
Randy & Barbara Rosenblatt
Diane Ross
The Brotzen-Smith Family
James & Barbara Thomson
Jim Watson
Gary & Cindy Weed
Dick & Rodi Whiting
Charles Williams & Rosemary Smith
Scott & Sue Wissinger
Paul & Donna Witt
Nick Waser & Mary Price

This list includes those who donated between January 1, 2017 and March 1, 2018.  RMBL strives to ensure the accuracy of our donor recognition lists.  

We apologize for any errors and ask that you please let us know of any discrepancies as soon as possible.  Please email dev@rmbl.org with any changes.  

Thank You!
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Dandelion, Stitches, and one of their pups on the porch of Lead King cabin
photo by Benjamin Blonder, Ph.D.

Columbine (Aquilegia caerulea)
photo from RMBL Archives

2018 RMBL Supporters



Trout Club ($2,500-$4,999)
Bonnie & J. Crockett Farnell
Jack & Jane McAllister
Ruth H. Brown Foundation
John & Susan Tuttle

Scarlet Gilia ($1,000-$2,499)
Jill Anderson
Kenneth & Katie Armitage
David Armstrong
Stuart Bailey & Linda Fontaine
Brian Beitner
Paulette Bierzychudek
Frank & Elisabeth Burch
Lorene Calder
Nicholas & Murrie Chirekos
Ralph ‘Butch’ & Judy Clark
Mary & Bob Dodge
Scott & Kathy Graham
Walter & Sherron Green
Tom Hawk
Barbara Ivins & John Hughes
Douglas & Kimberly Johnson
John Kennell
Kenneth Fabbre Family Foundation

Anne Kinder
Harry & Gretchen Leland
John & Laurie McBride
Chuck & Cathy McGinnis
Nancy Moran & Howard Ochman
John & Sarah Palmer
Nathan Sanders & Aimée Classen
Paula Smith & Paul Tjossem
Judy Spinella & Peter Veruki
Dirk Van Vuren & Cheryl Scott
Dian VanDeMark & Tom Hartman
Nicole & Derek Waggoner
Joe & Ellen Walker
Susan Whitehead
Shirle Williams

 
White-Crowned Sparrow ($500-$999)

Barbara Andrews & Dennis Tharp
Jason Berv & Sumaya Abu-Haidar
Dan Blumstein & Janice Daniel
Alison Brody
Elizabeth Brown & Matthew Busick
Emily & John Bruno
Lee & Kathy Cannon

Sue Carrizales & Vaughn Cottman
Patrick Carter
Lisa & Timothy Daniel
Carole Dobbie
James & Virginia Doubles
Charlene Dougherty
Bruce Driver
Elaine & Steven Sheftel & Family
Suzanne & Robert Fletcher
Marcie & Charles Haley
Robert & Stephanie Haley
Gloria & Alan Heath
Robin & Mark Ikeda
Demetra Jones
Barbara & Bob Kauffman
Mavis Jr. & Wendy Kelsey
Lara & Elliot Kueppers
Allison Leidner
Svata & Otley Louda
Mary Maly
Barbara McGaughey
Avery Miller & Christopher Steffens
Sacha Millstone
Ken & Barbara Moffitt
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White-crowned sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) 
photo from RMBL archives Wild Sunset over Gothic Mountain, photo by Shayn EstessScarlet Gilia (Ipomopsis aggregata)

Greenback cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii stomias)



John & Robin Norton
Linda & John Page
Lynette Page
Jeanette Peter
Ken & Lucy Reynolds
David Rose & Ceil Murray
Anthony Sakowski
Susanne & Walther Schoeller
Carol Shininger
Scott Shumway & Kim Hazelrigg
Barrett Sides
James & Delrena Sides
Lowry & Leila Smith
Eric & Pat Streicher
Bob Valentine & Steve Bolton
Al & Kate Vogel
Mary & Evon Vogt
Noah Whiteman

Butterfly ($100-$499)
Patrick Abbot
Kelly Agnew
Bruce & Deborah Alpern
Deborah Altus

Phyllis Andersland
Leigh Anderson Barrow
Ann Marie Libs, Executrix of M. Stoerker 
Estate
Peter Bryce Appleton
Robert & Claudia Atherton
Hope Babcock
Margaret Bailey
Claudia Baird
Tony & Sandra Bakker 
Michael & Andrea Banks
David & Chris Baxter
Clifford & Susan Beckman
Lou Beckman
Ralph Benson
Suzanne & Fred Berry
Sandi Bianchi
Joanna Booser
Mary Ellen & Walter Boynton
Dick & Donna Bratton
Clait & Nancy Braun
Berry Brosi & Karen Levy
Theresa Bucher
David & Tanya Cameron

Alaine Camfield
Cindy Carey
Bill & Lynne Cariker
Dudley & Curtis Carlson
Frances Chew & Richard Bryan
Charles & Marion Classen
Philippe Cohen & Cindy Stead
Don & Amy Conklin
Diana Cosand
Phyllis Cowell
Win & Anda Craven
Gretchen Daily & Gideon Jaffe
Gary & Sue Dillard
Mary Beth Dimijian
Gwen Dooley
Sterling & Melinda Doster
Marla & Ken Drucker
William Dwyer
Dave & Carole Ebner
Mary & John Ellis
Gregory & Christine Enders
Robert & Peggy Enders
Erin & Mike Fabbre
Greg & Tracy Florant
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Wild Sunset over Gothic Mountain, photo by Shayn Estess

Swallowtail butterfly (Papilio spp) photo by Will Petry

Sunny summit, photo from RMBL archives
Pine grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 

photo from RMBL archives



Butterfly, continued ($100-$499)
Amanda & David Forrest
Frederick Freel
Hannah Galantino-Homer
Lawrence Gall & Nancy Barrer
Charles & Adrienne Gallagher
Cathy & Bob Geraghty
Matthew Graham & Kathryn Waters
Richard & Gail Grossman
Steven & Sue Haley
Bob & Maureen Hall
Peter Hartline & Rebecca Kucera
Helen Hasbrouck
Tom & Dorothy Haskell
Donald Haver
Carole Hickman
Sara Hiebert Burch
Loren Hintz
Dee Hull & Hanno Zur Loye
John Hull
Trudy Huntington
John & Jackie Ingham
Alice & Steve Jennison
Karen & Tom Jensen
Eliza Jewett-Hall
Emily Johnson

Gary & Elizabeth Keiser
Nancy & Karl Kellogg
Jon Kingsdale
Ben Koch & Hannah Griscom
Joan Kritzberg
Diana Kushner
Mary Laird & Greg Glatzmaier
Rita Lang
Paula Lehr & Arthur Mears
Beth & Sheldon Leidner
Carolyn & Joseph Lopez
Jorge Lopez
Rick & Kathy Lorentz
Thomas Lovejoy
Lynn Maguire
Julie Marshall & Richard Jones
Lynette McLamb & Todd Steiner
Kailen Mooney & Kathy Thomas
Juliet Morgan
Carrie Mussey
Louise Nuttle
Michael & Linda Paulaitis
Bill & Cynthia Peatross
Marge Penton & Neal Ayres
Jennifer Pierson

Steven Polan & Elizabeth Roistacher
Ralph Langenheim & Casey M. Diana
Gary Reiness
William Reynolds
Mary & Russ Rhea
Katherine & Krehe Ritter
David & Janet Robertson
Margaret L. Ronsheim
James Rubin
Carmen Salsbury
Ruth Schorsch
Billy Schweiger
Randy Seagrist
Elizabeth Shore
Annabelle Singer
Gurnek Singh
Tracy & Steve Smith
Thomas & Barbara Snyder
Judith & Bob Soule
David & Caroline Specht
Nia Spongberg & Mollie McDermott
Stephen & Harmony Spongberg
Spurlock
Loren & Laura Steffy
Christopher Still & Maria Murphy
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Silky Phacelia (Phacelia sericea) at Copper Lake, 
photo by Will Petry

Above: Spectacular Rainbow Over Red Rock 
Mountain, East River Valley, photo by Shayn Estes

Below, RMBL scientists at Galena Lake

Alpine paintbrush (Castilleja rhexifolia) photo by Benjamin Blonder, Ph.D.



Butterfly, continued ($100-$499)
Chip & Toni Taylor
Amy & Kevin Taylor
Guy & Alison Vigers
Martha Violett
Vogy’s House Moving LLC
Donna & Tom Walker
Mary Walter
Richard Wanty
Anne Wara
Karin Warren
Todd & Kim Wellnitz
Howard Whiteman & Nancy Buschhaus
Paul R. Wieczoreck
Brook & Emily Wilke
Dana & Frederick Williams
Kenneth Williams & Janelle Weaver
James & Nurit Wolf
Ken & Ruth Wright
Eugene & Carrie Wu
Brooke Zanetell & Philip Handmaker
Marlene & Frank Zanetell
Gail Zucker
Ann & David Zweig

Mayfly (< $100)
Adele Bachman
Justin Bain
Gail Baker
Jim Barron
Mary Beck
Lucy Bednekoff
Skip & Ruth Berkshire
Allan Berlind
Erika Bilger
Rob Bleiberg
Sarah Boynton
Judith Bronstein
Laura Burkle
David Carey
Malle Carrasco-Harris
Richard Casey
Matteo Coco
Community Shares of Minnesota
Denise Cooper
Lake Crawford
Robert Cushman
Jeff & Dana Delaney
Teresa DuBois
Susan Dunklee

Liesl Erb
Chris Floyd & Rachel Schwartz
Ben & Susan Foster
Steven Gibbs & Narda Lebo
Deborah Glicklich
Susan Goodwin
Jean V. Gratigny
Josh Grinath
John & Nicole Gutrich
David & Kathy Hackenyos
Ryan Herlands
Maureen Hinkle
Barbara Jewell & Don Green
Karen Johnson
Elise Jones
Keith Karoly
Tyler & Laura Martineau
Melissa Merrick
Glenda Murphy
Sue Navy
Diana Niskern
Katherine Norgard
Sarah Oktay & Len Germinara
Annette Olson
David & Marj O’Reilly 
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Mayfly research on the East River
photo by Benjamin Blonder, Ph.D.

Mayfly (Ephemeroptera spp) Judd Falls, photo by Shayn EstesAlpine paintbrush (Castilleja rhexifolia) photo by Benjamin Blonder, Ph.D.



Mayfly, continued (< $100)
Jennifer Maza Otremba
Dewey Overholser
Elizabeth Overholser
John & Barbara Pleasants
David Porter
Robert Prendeville
Charles & Gail Ransler
George & Bobbie Reinhardt
David Schrier
Bridget Scinocca
Katherine Sharaf
Martin Silverman
Robin Sleith
Laura Spalding
Anne Steinbeck
Kristina Stinson
Richard Strimbeck
Kim Sweitzer
Alex Thomas
Thomas Vawter
Katherine Williams

Directed Gifts
Includes the Legacy Campaign, 

various Scholarships and Endowments, 
youth programs, and other restricted 
gifts.

$500,000+
National Science Foundation

$50,000 +
Michael and Andrea Banks
Douglas La Follette
Withrow Meeker
Nick Waser and Mary Price

$10,000 +
Carol Johnson and Russ Miller
Patty and David Miller
Anna Reilly and Matthew Cullinan

$5,000-$9,000
Fred and Martha Vang

$1,000 - $4,999
Carol Boggs and Ward Watt
Rotary Club of Crested Butte
Becky & Joe Williams Family Fund, 
Houston Jewish Community Foundation
Lana Marie Turner

Up to $999
Diana Quinlin 
Kathy and Scott Steffens
Jane Eigenrauch 
Robert Wallach

In Honor of
billy barr
Jim Barron
Lou Beckman
Carol Boggs and Ward Watt
Aimée Classen and Nate Sanders
Gary Dodge
Charlene Dougherty
Clea Greenawalt

RMBL strives to ensure the accuracy of our donor recognition lists. We apologize 
for any errors and ask that you please let us know of any discrepancies as soon as  
possible.  Please email dev@rmbl.org with any changes. Thank You!
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Alpine tarns below Mt.baldy, photo by Shayn Estes Petry et.al., photo from RMBL archives

Mt. Crested Butte During Breaking Thunder Storm, photo by Shayn Estes Alpine   paintbrush (Castilleja rhexifolia) photo from RMBL archives



Margie and John Haley
Charles and Marcia Haley
Peter Innes
David and Bonnie Inouye
The Johnson Family
Sarah Johnson and Matt Slankard
Jen Pierson
Mary Anne Tarr
Savannah Troy
Jim Snow and the Silver Lake Ditch

In Memory of 
Drew A. Mussey
Donald B. Pierson
Dorothy and Chris Johnson
Greg Dimijian
Larry Jones
Jim Kingsdale
Marion Stoerker
Stanley Dodson

In Memory of Ryan Brown
Dr. Ian Billick and Dr. Jennie Reithel 
Ann Brown 
Chris and Jessica Brown 
Ken and Ginny Brown 

David and Maureen Everding
Thomas and Donna Farishon
Linda and Gary Gray
Charlyn and James Heinz
Loretta and Joseph Kladiva
Pat and Sue Knoll 
Jill Lauman
Kathleen Montesano
Jean Oberkirsch
Janice Querin 
Donna and Michael Regan
Ann and Patrick Rothery
Jim and Barb Schuette 
Lisa Schoenherr
Michael and Kathleen Setzer 
Deborah Stacey 
Randi Stewart 
Matt Thompson 
Jill and Ty Vaughn 
The Boeing Company

In Memory of Tim Wawrzyniec
Amy Ellwein
Withrow Meeker

Recurring Gifts
Alison Brody
Philippe Cohen and Cindy Stead
Julie Marshall and Richard Jones
Jennifer Maza Otremba
Dewey Overholser
Kailen Mooney & Kathy Thomas
Ken Williams

In-Kind Donations
Gesa and Glenn Michel
John and Sarah Palmer
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Alpine   paintbrush (Castilleja rhexifolia) photo from RMBL archives Moose (Alces alces) in aspens, photo by Shayn Estes

Golden Horns & Elk Mountains, photo by Shayn Estes



EVENT LOCATIONS
Gothic at bbcc – billy barr community center at the Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory in Gothic

CB Mountain Heritage Museum – 331 Elk Avenue, Crested Butte |  4-way Stop – 4-way bus stop on 6th Ave in Crested Butte

For more information about summer events and to register for programs, please see our events webpage at www.rmbl.org/events.  

Events Office: 970-349-7420 / events@rmbl.org

RMBL - PO Box 519
Crested Butte, CO 81224
www.rmbl.org
970-349-7231 
Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CRESTED BUTTE, CO

81224
Permit No. 3

This biannual newsletter is sent to supporters who have made a donation to RMBL in the last 18 months. 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically, please email dev@rmbl.org.   Thank you for your support!

6/16: Open House, 1:00-4:00 pm, Come hear about the summer Pro-

grams! Gothic at bbcc

6/23: Breeding Bird Survey, 6:00 am – 12:00 pm, Gothic at bbcc, 

breakfast and lunch provided for participants, FREE

6/23: Butterfly BioBlitz 10:00 am- 11:30 am or 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm, 

registration required - Gothic at bbcc 

6/26: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein. 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, 

registration required. 4-way stop

7/04: 50th Annual Gothic to CB 1/3 Marathon, 8:00 am

7/09: Wild Flower Festival Dinner with a Scientist 6:00 – 9:00 pm, 

Gothic at bbcc

7/10: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein. 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, 

registration required. 4-way stop

7/11: “Colorado’s Mining Legacy: How research, the Red Lady, and 

helicopters are helping manage polluted streams” Dr. Rich Wanty,  

7:00 pm at CB Heritage Museum 

7/12: Wild Flower Festival GeoBotany Van Tour with Dr. Amy  

Ellwein. 10:00 am- 2:00 pm, registration required. 4- way stop.  

7/24: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, 

registration required. 4-way stop

8/7: Geology Van Tour with Dr. Amy Ellwein 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, 

registration required. 4-way stop 

8/21: Historic Preservation Dinner, cocktail hour 4:30-6:00 pm,  

Dinner 6:00 pm, Townsite Tours 7:00 – 8:00 pm, Ticketed Event.

RMBL Summer Events 2018


